
Sixty-third Legislative Assembly of North Dakota 
In Regular Session Commencing Tuesday, January 8, 2013

HOUSE BILL NO. 1285
(Representatives Louser, Delmore, Sanford)

(Senators Andrist, G. Lee, Nelson)

AN  ACT  to  amend  and  reenact  subsection 1  of  section  43-26.1-04  and  subsection 4  of  section 
43-26.1-11  of  the  North  Dakota  Century  Code,  relating  to  physical  therapy  licensure  and 
supervision of physical therapy assistants; and to declare an emergency.

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY OF NORTH DAKOTA:

SECTION 1. AMENDMENT. Subsection 1 of section 43-26.1-04 of the North Dakota Century Code 
is amended and reenacted as follows:

1. An applicantBefore being approved for a license as a physical therapist or physical therapist 
assistant, an applicant shall:

a. Be of good moral character.

b. Complete the application process.

c. Be a graduate of  a professional  physical  therapy education program accredited by a 
national accreditation agency approved by the board.

d. Pass the examination approved by the board.

SECTION 2. AMENDMENT. Subsection 4 of section 43-26.1-11 of the North Dakota Century Code 
is amended and reenacted as follows:

4. For  each  patient  on  each  date  of  service,  a  physical  therapist  shall  provide  all  of  the 
therapeutic intervention that requires the expertise of a physical therapist and shall determine 
the use of physical therapist assistants or physical therapy aides that provide for the delivery 
of care that is safe, effective, and efficient.

a. A physical therapist assistant shall work under the supervision of a physical therapist. A 
physical therapist assistant may document care provided without the cosignature of the 
supervising physical therapist.

b. A physical  therapist  may use  physical  therapy aides  for  designated routine  tasks.  A 
physical therapy aide shall work under the onsitedirect supervision of a physical therapist 
who  is  onsite  and  present  in  the  facility.  This  supervision  may  extend  to  offsite 
supervision  of  the  aide  only  when  the  physical  therapy  aide  is  accompanying  and 
working  directly  with  a  physical  therapist  assistant  with  a  specific  patient  or  when 
performing non-patient-related tasks.

SECTION 3. EMERGENCY. This Act is declared to be an emergency measure.
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____________________________ ____________________________
Speaker of the House President of the Senate

____________________________ ____________________________
Chief Clerk of the House Secretary of the Senate

This certifies that the within bill originated in the House of Representatives of the Sixty-third Legislative 
Assembly of North Dakota and is known on the records of that body as House Bill No. 1285 and that 
two-thirds of the members-elect of the House of Representatives voted in favor of said law.

Vote: Yeas 90 Nays 0 Absent 4

____________________________ ____________________________
Speaker of the House  Chief Clerk of the House

This certifies that two-thirds of the members-elect of the Senate voted in favor of said law.

Vote: Yeas 45 Nays 0 Absent 2

____________________________ ____________________________
President of the Senate Secretary of the Senate

Received by the Governor at ________M. on _____________________________________, 2013.

Approved at ________M. on __________________________________________________, 2013.

____________________________
Governor

Filed in this office this ___________day of _______________________________________, 2013,

at ________ o’clock ________M.

____________________________
Secretary of State


